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Riga,
5 October 1958

Dear Edgar. : ' gro

A lot of time has passed since I received your letter. I was
always planning to write you an answer, but some_how or other I didn't |
get to do it. Today I decided that I will finally sit down and write.

I received your letter on 1 September. There was a stamp on f.he'

envelope that the letter was received in Riga in a damaged condition,

for one end of the envelope was fasteneq» with some white paper. Be that

as it may, however I received the letter with all its contents, and
am very happy about it. You are interested in knowing how I have
been getting along during those years? Well, it was like this, in
December 1944 I left by ship from Vents;ils to Germany. At first I
settled down 1n Brandenburg, but later on in Stendal. In Brandenburg
I worked in the Opel Automobile Factory, but in Stendal I worked on a
farm. Tt vas difficult to manage with food and so in December 1945

I returned again to Riga, since during my stay in Germany my daughter,
who was only a few years 61:1, fell 11l and therefore there was no other
vay out, #F unless I wanted to lgese her completely. On my return to
Riga I immediately started to work in some'Pardsugava' Factory, where
I am still working now. I devote all of my free time to sports,

and beginning with 1946 I have been taking part in comtests, which I
gave up only in 1951 because of "old age ",
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Now I am & sports referee and all my free time, after my working
hours frdm 9-6, is spent on the sports field or in & sports committee
at various meetings. Buring the iast two years I have Blso been
the chairman of thé Athletics Section (former association) but there
are some people who object to this and so I hope that by the end of the
year I shall be relieved of this "great honor" snd that some real
"specialist” will be appointed in my place.

We have good people in our section, they are almost all of them
old athletes, for example Karlis'Liepins (a fbrmer.long-distance Jumper
and Decathlon athlete), Roberts Baiting, a 15 hundred meter rumner
after 1934, a W throver V. Vaivads, and others. Irma Udre-Krama-
Jaupzeme is responsible for athletics in the sports committeé. You
probably remember her toco. All the older athletes, who have been able
to return have done so. These include Jakovickis, little Vitols,
Spanbei’s, Martinfelds, Jurgls, E. Jekabsons, E. Lapins, Auders, and
many others. As a referee and orggnizer‘of athletics contests I have
become quite well trained. Everyone was satisfied with the contests
held in Krasnodar. I have been a referee in many different cities, such
as Minsk, Kiev, Moscow, lLeningrad, Yerevan, Tbilisi, and others. In
September this year's championships will finish in Latvia, for which
I acted as chief refbrée. I vﬁs also & referee last year at the Mpscaw
;puth FEBtivgl. I was the only cne to receive an invitation teo go to
the US and USSR matches from our Republie, but because of my work I was

unable to go to Moscow; however I saw the contests the next evening on
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television, (filmed), since there 1s bno direct trensmission yet from
Moscow to Riga; however, there will be one mext yeé.r when all the
television centers of our republics will be connected with one snother.
You asked me whether I am going to Rome, however I don't think

you meant that seriously, and if you have received Imant's letter,
then you will understand that that was Just a joke. I already wrote
to you that my sister lives in the United States. That would &ll

be very well, but she has no idea at all about sports. Sometimes she

sends we some newspaper clippings. Through her I régularly recelive

a sports magazine from Germany. I also receive from her the International

Tables [continued on disc #7)
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I also received from her some international tables en point
— .

evaluations and & book by Berzzarins about the Melbourne Olympics.

7

Do yQu know whether the Germans have any book about the organization
of athletic contests’

I don't have much to write about myself, one day follows the
other and old agé is approaching. It seems to me that I am _still quite
young, but here I am alréady 46 years old. As far as my time permits
I have to devote it to the children's education, since in addition to
a wife I also have two daughters, Ruta, 16 years old, who is studying
in the next to-the-last grade of the secondary school[ Ruta plays
some volley-ball, but she also acts as & referee in athletics contestﬁ »
that is 3 she 1s following in the foétsteps of her father. The other
daughter Ilze, who 1s now 12 years old, 1s in the fifth grade of the
elementary school. She is still too young to engage in sports. I
must say that both of them are studying well and don't give any trouble
in that respect.

(MACKAITISY,

I met Ziedonisk and gave him the address and greetings. He works
in some kolkhoz as an accountant and very seldom comes to Riga, since
after his illness (polio) he walks only with the help of crutches. You
wrote that the son of J. Delins plays tennis, but we eensidel;e\/{}anis
himself as dead, since that was the information we had received.

Do you know auythiﬁg about A. Kravinskis and about my 'zodson )“,‘t.he

long-distance jumper I. Sterns?® They have both disappeared without

Jmb




SECRET o

any trace, perhaps they are living somswhere on your side. I wauted
to send you %rnewspaper Sports, but the post office will not mail it.
Rigs has become a large city end you can walk around in it for
hours and not meet anyone you know, the only exception are the sports
fields where you always meet some acquaintances, especially the old

ones. I am sending you some newspaper clippings about our contests.

ovmiam btk e e

Sincere greetings from the homeland to

you and your family from '
Juris.

P.S. Winter is approaching and then I will have more time to write

t0 yourmere in detail, Juris.
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